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50399A: Designing a Business Intelligence Solution by Using Microsoft® SQL Server® 2008. 

Audience 
The primary audience for this course is developers who have knowledge and experience of four or five years in Business Intelligence (BI) concepts, and can implement a BI infrastructure and provide BI solutions by using SQL Server 2005 BI tools. This course provides to the audience the knowledge and skills required to design a BI solution by using design principles and best practices. The target audience also includes BI developers who have experience in using SQL Server 2008 BI features and tools, and plan to obtain a professional certification in BI development and design. The secondary audience for this course is information technology (IT) professionals and business analysts who specialize in the area of BI. 

Course Flow 
The order of the modules is based on the logical progression of events in a project that requires planning, designing, and managing a BI infrastructure. The course first explains basic BI concepts and lays down the framework for planning and designing a BI infrastructure. An overview is provided on various BI methodologies, Microsoft BI vision, BI tools available in SQL Server 2008, and common terminologies used in a BI environment. Then, the course provides an overview of how to design ETL packages by using SQL Server 2008 Integration Services (SSIS). The learner is taught how to create an Extract, Transform, and Load (ETL) package to extract source data from multiple heterogeneous systems, apply transformations to it, and load it in data marts or data warehouses. 

After this, the learner is taught about designing management and deployment strategies for packages. After a data warehouse has been created by using an ETL package, the next step is to build an OLAP database and OLAP cubes to aggregate the data. So, the learners are taught how to gather requirements for the solution, and how to use dimensions and dimension relationships. The course then presents the considerations for implementing cubes, and designing an OLAP solution architecture. The learner is then shown how to perform a partition and design a storage strategy for the OLAP solution. 

After this, the learner is taught how to administer and maintain an OLAP solution. The course presents various considerations for implementing scalability, availability, security, and monitoring the OLAP solution. Learners examine how to design effective queries for the OLAP solution. The main function of most BI applications is to generate reports that give insights to the end-users about what is happening in business. Learners are also taught how to design a reporting solution by using SQL Server 2008 Reporting Services (SSRS), including the deployment and management strategies that can be used in SSRS. While reporting allows users to see what has already happened, data mining allows end-users to determine what is likely to happen in the future. The course, therefore, also imparts key learning on how to develop and test data mining models. 

Course Highlights 
Content design, coverage and depth very similar to a high-quality Microsoft Official Curriculum(MOC) ILT course 

Course components include a comprehensive Course Handbook, PowerPoint (PPT) slide decks, and Instructor Notes. 

Features more than 50 demonstrations that illustrate the latest and enhanced features of SQL Server 2008. 

Hands-on labs based on real-time scenarios and tasks that learners perform on-the-job. All labs have been tested for technical and procedural accuracy. Both high-level steps and detailed steps are provided. 

Optimal mix of lectures, discussions, paper-based labs, and group activities. 
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